8z                         ERNEST  RENAN                 CHAP.
remember having been much impressed by it, as well as by one written by him a few weeks later, when they first appeared. Renan had the fullest right to take the line he did, because if any man tried his utmost to bring about good relations between France and Germany, he did so through his whole literary career, from 1845 to the beginning of the war. His political action on the French side was as wise in all that related to Germany as was that of the school which had for its most august representatives beyond the Rhine the late Emperor Frederick, then the Crown Prince, and his immediate entourage. Unhappily not one Frenchman in a thousand shared Renan's views. The Emperor did ; but then the Emperor was not a Frenchman, either by race or by training. The victory in France remained with the tigre-singe element, represented by the showy, but worthless, military men who surrounded the Empress, and by the Parisian journalists. The victory in Germany remained with Prince Bismarck, who has so well incarnated through all his career the worst, but, unfortunately, not the weakest elements in the German character. The fact of Renan's views about Germany having been those of an enlightened but, alas! only fractional minority in France, diminished the force of his reasoning